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BENGALI. 


Monthly. 
“ Bharat Shrama jivi"” 
‘ Réjshahye Sam ‘ae 
66 « Gramvérts Praka shiké ”’ 
a Pratib ie 
‘sc - ° 99 


Bi-monthly. 
*§ Céln& Prakash” see 
“ Hindu Lalané”’ - ace 


** Sahayogi”’ Weekly. 


‘‘ Banga Hitaishi” 
Bharat Mihir’”’ 

‘‘ Bhérat Sanskérak”’ 

‘‘ Bengal Advertiser” 

‘* Bishva Dat” 

‘‘ Bardwan Prachériké” 


‘‘ Education Gazette”  . 

‘*‘ Gramvarté Prak4shika”’ 

‘¢ Hindu Hitaishini”’ ae 

‘“ Hindu Ranjikéa”’ ae 

6 Murshidabéd Pratinidhi’”’ 

‘6 Pratikér”’ 

‘‘ Rangpore Dik Prakash” 

4 Sadharani” 

‘‘ Sahachara”’ 

‘¢ Sambad Bhaskar” 

* Sanjivani”’ 

$s Sulabha Samachar” 

‘¢ Soma Prakash” 
Bi-weekly. 

‘‘ Banga Mitra” 
Tri-weekly. 

‘¢Samafchara Sudhaébarshana”’ 


Daily. 
‘‘Sambad Prabhakar’... 
“‘Sambad Purnachandrodaya” 
‘‘ Samachar Chandriké”’ 
‘* Banga Vidya Prakéshiké”’ 


** Arya Mihir” ee 


ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. 
‘‘ Howrah Hitakari” oe 
‘‘ Murshidabad Patriké” . 
‘‘ Barisal Vartabaha”’ 


ENGLISH aND Urpv. 
‘* Urdu Guide” aad 


pee 
‘ Akhbér-ul-Akhiar” 
Hinpt. 


: Weekly. 
“‘ Behér Bandhu” 
“ Bharat Mitra” 
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Dacca. 

Beauleah, R4j shéhye... oe 
Berhampore 


Mymensingh 
Colecita." 
Bhavén{fpore 


ditto. 


3lst December 1878. 
4th January 1879. 
6th ditto. 


26th and Slst Dec. 1878 and 2nd Jan. 


31st Dec. 1878 to 9th January 
3rd to 8th January 1879. 
4th and 6th January 1879. 


1879. 


27th December 1878. 


| 4th January 1879. 


Sth Jan 1879. 
Oth ditto. 


Poxtricat. 


Sansrvast, 1. Axupine to the proposal made in Parliament, that India should pay 
sess iat atest the cost of the present war, and to the objection 
ee made by Messrs. Gladstone and Fawcett and 
Lords Lawrence and Northbrook, the Sanjévani remarks, that the English 
race never make any fuss about frying a fish in its own oil. This nation 
of self-interested merchants will listen to no argument, and our velns must 
be sucked dry to satisfy them. The 4/yhdn Committee has not yet been 
dissolved, and, asa drowning man catches at a straw, the above fact keeps up 
within us some faint glimmerings of hope. It is useless for us to dwell here 
on the severe distress of starving people. We recommend that committees 
be formed in various parts of India to support the English Committee. 
Let those of our English contemporaries who are well-wishers of India throw 
in their assistance. We shall then see what wide-spread and popular poli- 
tical agitation in this country is able to effect. | | 


Prenemsaptiet 2. The Bhdrat Mihir asks, since the 4mér has now taken to flight, 
ea eae and Yékub Khan, hisson and the friend of the 
: English, reigns in his stead, and Lord Lytton 

has said that he has no dispute with the Government of Afghantstdn, 
and the British troops have thus far been victorious, why should tie war still 
goon? We never.saw any cause for the war, and now that. the Afghan 
papers and correspondence are published, any independent person reading 
these will praise the Amér and blame the English. This must be the view 
taken, so long, atleast, as justice and virtue reign in the earth. The Afghans 
had been enjoying independence among their mountains from time imme- 
morial ; in their rude condition this independence best suited them. They 
had never tasted slavery, nor had they wished for it. The historians of the 
middle ages have hoped that Europe would extend her civilizing influences 
to other portions of the globe, and England and Russia now wish to. carry 
out this idea. The only fault of the <dfghkdns is that they are placed 
between these two Powers. Must Central Asia, instead of being blessed with 
civilization, become enslaved by contact with these Powers? If so, then 
the name of honest dealing need never be mentioned again. Why are you 
coveting Afghantstdan ? If the present frontier is secure, as Lords Salisbury 
and. Beaconsfield .maintain, then why extend it to Candahar &c., and 
establish Residents? We cannot tell whether Yakub Khan will consent to 
aid in measures designed to restrict his independence. Cdbul is the door of 
India, and by it entered darkness and thraldom into this land. Russia does 
not desire ascendancy in Cabul, and Government cannot allow it. But 


cannot. Russia be got rid of in any other way than by maiming 4/ghanistan ? 
MuRgsHIDaBaD 


pesmemeeds 3. Referring to the ignominious flight of the Amir to Turkistan, 
: Jeamaae Sok. S00. | & circumstance which, the Murshtddbdd 
war,” SMairs and the cost of the Pratinidhé says, it predicted as the result of 

the Amir’s foolish policy in not succumbing to 

the stronger Power, the writer advises a speedy termination of the war. Some 

ortion of what must otherwise be the cost of the war, will thus be saved. 

e know not by what reasoning we are made liable for this expenditure ; 

but if we murmur or refuse to pay, we shall be called traitors and disloyal. 

Where does the estimated surplus of 50 lakhs come from? Lord Lytton seems 

to have come out to India at a very opportune moment, and we must do 
what he orders. India will ever remember him and the preat comfort it 


has enjoyed under his rule, a comfort greater than that it has enjoyed 
. under any other. Viceroy, os Sees 


_ 


C8) i 
4. The Sulabha Samdchara thus sums up Cébui affairs. The Cdbul 


war may, in a manner, be said to have come 
cpanel toanend. The English troops are lording 
it everywhere in Afyhantstdn, going on, conquering without any one to 
oppose them. A few important interruptions take place, furnished by 
uncivilized tribes. The Amér has fled with his family; he has, tt sprees 
some hope from Russia, who will occupy Herat and Candahar if the oglisk 
take Cdbul. Then there will perhaps be a conflict between the two Powers, 
The Cébults are in dire confusion. The Amér has fled, after placing his 
contumacious son Ydékub Khdn on the throne, who, it is rumoured, meditates 
a treaty with the English with a view to’ being recognized as Ruler. The 
‘English troops are making every preparation for the winter, erectmg 
barracks, laying telegraph wires, knocking off the heads of Cabults, 
burning houses and plundering dazaare. 2 cee 
5. ‘The Som Prakdsh denies that the Afghdn war owes its origin fo 
any real fear of Russian aggression, or that a 
phe Afyhén war and the Sidh of desire for a scientific rectification of our Indian 
ae frontier has anything to do with it. He 


shrewdly suspects that as the stronger must overpower the weaker, so not 


only Cdbul, but the other weak Mussalman principalities must be absorbed 
by their more powerful European neighbours. Lord Beaconsfield and 
Prince Gortschakoff have arranged to divide the Muhammadan world 
between them. The latter has already conquered the greater part of the 
kingdoms assigned to him, and Lord Beaconsfield has now entered 
upon his share of conquest, Cdbul and Africa. Sir Bartle Frere is 
carrying out in Africa the same policy, as to location of Residents, 
which Lord Lytton has enunciated with respect to Cdbul. Now it must be 
remembered that such Residents represent the hand of death in the countries 
to which they are accredited. Cabul’s sun has set. Persia's turn will come 
next, and when its independence is overthrown, the Mussalman powers will be 
totally crushed. The settlement of this question has now become neceseary, 
but the question is difficult to settle. It may be Persia’s fate to be parti- 
tioned in two equal shares, Lord Beaconsfield taking one and Prince Gorts- 
chakoff the other. But what if, in the act of partitionment, a dispute 
should arise, and Persia should become the deer-flesh of Aisop’s fable, which 
was to have been divided between the lion, the tiger and the jackal. 
6. The Bharat Mitra ee that so ene 5 Los pea as the 
Gilat nen ndian Secretary of State should support the 
ee ee absurd proposal that India should 4 the 
cost of the war, which will amount to about a crore and a quarter of rupees. 
If he were only to enquire of men well informed on the subject, he 
would find that double that sum will be needed. In addition, there 
will be the cost of pacifying Afghantstdn, and a further 25 lakhs for more 
troops. tis impossible to say how much will be required for the rectification 
of the frontier. All this money means additional taxation. We do not under- 
stand how Lord Cranbrook manages to exhibit a surplus of fifty Jakks. That 
the treasury will be replenished by the income of the license tax, we are aware ; 
and if the Secretary of State has calculated on this fund, we must express 
our surprise. The license tax is being paid, it is true, by the very poorest, 
in reliance on the_ promise made by Lord Lytton, that its proceeds should 
be devoted to the mitigation of future famines. Whata sad thing it will be 
if this famine fund, formed out of the license tax, should now be appropriated 
to mpage the thirst of our rulers for war. We appeal to the English 
public, to the House of Commons and its liberal-minded members, to see 


that the English name and England’s reputation for justice are maintained, — 


Som Praxasua, 
January 6th, 1879. 


Baarat Mrrea, 
January Sth, 1879. 
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and that the 22,000,000 of dumb people in Hindustan have justice done 
them. | | ‘7 Get 
 Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 
Musmrpisap = 7, «The Murshiddbdd Patrika yt eo English , + 
,1878. aclish Opposed to anything recognized by the ok 
ecipemaa So Deen. The "English caused the ruin of ‘the 
Benares rule-of Cheyt Singha, the overthrow of the race of Mer Jéfir, and 
the poverty of Jagat Set’s family. Their policy approved of the dethronement 
of Wajid Ali of Oudh; of the placing of Jdémund Bdi’s son on the throne 
of Barodd; of the conversion of Panjdb into a dependency ; of the total ruin 
of Debhé; and of the reduction of Jhdnsi to the status of a tributary. The 
policy by which the small kingdom of Cabul is to be ruined gained no favour 
with the ancient Aryans. The policy which deserted Turkey, and allowed it 
and several independent principalities in Central Asia to be trodden under foot 
by Russia, is altogether opposed to that of the Aryans. Our wealth and the 
produce of our soil have been ruined by a hundred years of this policy. 
What profit have we from railway, steam-boats, and watches when our 
stomachs are empty? Railways but serve to rob us of our paddy and bring 
profit to: Railway companies. As an inadequate return for impoverishing 
the lands through which they pass, they afford employment to a few 
coolies, clerks, pointsmen, and Jascérs. Our wealth and money go to 
England for the supply of engines and materials. This is what we get 
in return for our money and our grain. European policy has tended to our 
decadence rather than to our elevation. If India is not to be left entirely 
lifeless, let the present policy and system of administration be changed. 
Eeveatios Gazsrre, 8. The Hducation Gazette, en green: Hoag t oe = 
January Sri, 1879. | acted rightly in providin the Factory Act 
: The Factory Act. for the eet oot,» pase I thinks a 
less that the proprietors of mills will suffer unfairly by the curtailment 
of the hours for labour. It cannot be denied that laborers in mills do 
work longer than ordinary coolies; but it is also a fact that whilst men are 
difficult to be had for other work, they go gladly to the mills, where they are 
better paid. Again, if factory laborers suffered in health from the severe work, 
they would of themselves give it up. So far from withdrawing from the mills, 
they are- to be—seen—swarming like ants wherever mill-work 1s to be had: 
moreover, the men are not forced to work, nor are they tied down bv advances, 
&c. They are free to do as they please. No doubt the Government has been 
actuated by the best motives. It will not answer, however, to put on 
pressure at the very time when mill-owners are thriving, and English capitalists 
are being attracted here, as is evident from the number of jute mills that have 
been established in the country during the past few years. These mills 
represent in measure the progress of the country in arts and manufactures. 
They are, besides, a source of livelihood to vast numbers of people, especially 
in these times of scarcity and high prices, and nothing should be done to 
interfere with their prosperity. 
SuraBHaSaMACHARa, 9. The Sulabha Samdchara learns that the Secretary of State for India 
Yanoary A gamission of Natives to the Civil as written a despatch desiring Lord Lytton to 
Service. admit respectable officials into the ranks of 
the Civil Service. We have been hearing about this sort of thing for a 
long time, but where has this resolution ever been carried out? Words 


will not do. We pray our Government to act, and that with a little definite 
uprightness. 


Epvoatios Gasrrrs, 10. An anonymous correspondent writes to the Education Gazette on 


eerie A matters pertaining to the Mahishddal estate, 


and bestows any amount of praise on the 
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( 8) 
d Sub-manager, Mr. Deveria and Babs Naméni Hasidal, for the 
meintls oa in which She affairs of this large estate have been condueted. 
The Board of Revenue should increase the salaries of ‘both these men. The 


Serishtadér, Babu Rddhdgovinda Sinha, who is receiving only Rs. 60 a 


ontk has spent a life-time in the service of the estate, deserves some 
swenilien. The writer has one matter of complaint to put forward, and 
that is the curtailment, by the Board, of the expenses for temple purposes, to 
Re. 7,000 per annum. The Rdjdé when alive used to spend Rs. 17,000. 
The Commissioner recommended Rs. 14,000, but this was not sanctioned. 
We pray that at least Re. 12,000 be allowed. We hope the manager will 
back this proposal. Many thought that by the appointment of a christian as 
manager such as Mr. Deveria is, the temple would suffer ; but these fears have 
not been realized. That gentleman bestows equal attention on the religious 
and temporal affairs of the estate. ” ew | 
11. The Bhdrat Mihir is impatient to see the work of supplying 
Mymensingh with a railway begun. It will 
not matter what precise direction the line 
takes. Let it but be constructed, and there will be golden days in store for 
the district. Will Mr. Eden consent to see the money intended for this 
purpose diverted to the dfghan war? Will he suffer himself to be so 
absorbed in imperial matters as to neglect the internal prosperity of the 
province under his rule? If so, then when this 4/ghan war has: ended, 
and he himself has retired to tranquil England, let him prepare for the 
reflection—‘ I have left undone those things which I ought to have done, 
and have done those things which I ought not to have done.” 


The Mymensingh Railway. 


: 


12. The Bhdrat Mihir observes that zdmindars in Mymensingh have 
| : ; commenced employing European managers, 
_ Progress in Mymensingh. 


-<« hoping thereby to awe their tenants, for 
whom or their lands nothing is done in the way of improvement. There 


is no sympathy between landlord and tenants. Mymensingh had 


hoped for good from its educated people, but these are divided among 
themselves and will not unite for the purpose of a common good. The 


Mymensingh landholders’ and Branch Indian Associations have come to 
naught. But we havesome good newstoo. The stream of the Brdhmaputra, 
which had receded from Nastrdbdd after leaving a char in front, has 
returned to its former channel. This has given fresh stimulus to trade, and 
removed some of the inconvenience suffered by the inhabitants. Another 
good sign is that our educated men have taken to trade, which they no longer 
despise as before. Shops have been opened in the town by many Bdbus.: A 
dispensary by some doctors is in contemplation. too. If the Bdbus will 
continue as they have begun, Mymensingh need have no fear for itself. 
13. The Grdmvdrid Pralashtké remarks, after a perusal of a recent 
Admission of natives to the Civil afticle in the *‘ Nineteenth Century >” that 
Service. the opposition of ‘Civilians has hitherto 


GRAMVARTA Praxra- 
SHIKA, . 


January 4th, 1879. 


prevented Lord Lytton from admitting natives into the ranks of. the: 


Civil Service. Lord Cranbrook, however, now supports the Viceroy, as shown 
in arecent despatch. The news is good, but we cannot yet say what the 
effect will be in India. If Lord Lytton succeeds in the above scheme, we 
would beg of him to remove the restriction placed upon the Native Press, 
and so earn for himself the love and gratitude of India. There is no doubt 
that we are as much a part of England as Ireland is; and Indian troops 
proceeding to Europe should, in respect of pay, be placed on the same 
footing as troops coming out to this country. We have been unable hitherto 
to have our grievances recognized, as Ireland has done. We shall be con- 
tent to have our proper relation to the parent. country regulated by degrees. 


(6). 
A mutual love and affection will then spring up, and the Government which 
acts with impartiality, and gives to every one his due, need fear no failure, 
All history bears testimony to this truth. | | 


14. 1f, says the Grdmvdrid Prakdshiké, the treatment of the Native 
Press served to alienate the affections of the 
people from Mr. Eden, his other good deeds 
have tended to draw towards him again the good-will of the people of this 

rovince. Of his .good deeds, we shall never forget the protection from 
Indigo Planters which he has given to the weak ryots of Bengal; and his 
appointment of Bdbu Dinandth Sen, head-master of the Dacca Normal 
School, to the post of Assistant Inspector of Chittagong. 


psaneneD 15. The Sangbad Prabhakara ereggeeh . sg ot x of life in 
pg ) »q Bengal from snake-bites and the attacks of 

an ’ . chlo 1 b ild 4 ° 
ee ee audi wild beasts, to the Arms Act, which prevents 
‘people from keeping the weapons by which they might destroy these 
animals. The implements used for domestic purposes, which are all that 
the people are allowed to retain, are of no use for either offence or defence 


when wild beasts and mad jackals are concerned, — 


Unvv Gurps, 16. Referring to the opening of the Fine Arts Exhibition on New-year’s 
Jannary 4th, 1879. eee Day, the Urdu Guide hopes that natives will 
vend ursabrpauhremincpoen henceforth strive to supply their wants by 
means of their own manufactures, instead of having recourse to Manchester 
and other parts of England for cloths, watches, and even lucifer matches, 
This country produces the cotton and jute, which, if they were manufactured 
here, would save interest, commission and freight, Natives, instead of lock- 
ing up their capital in four-per-cent, securities, should employ it in manu- 
factures and mills, &c. : 


Hisvu Hrrarsarm, 17. The Hindu Hitaishini is sure that the Mymensingh Railway will 

January 6th, 1879. Delay in the construction of the be a great boon to the country through which 
Mymensingh Beilway. it passes. The Government first thought of 
itself bearing the expense of it, but it afterwards threw the shares into the 
market at Rs. 4 per cent. guaranteed interest. Mahdjans and zamindara, 
irrespective of the gain likely to accrue, should, for the sake of their 
country, take up these shares; but we doubt their willingness to do this, 
and their hesitation will lead to delay. English capitalists, however, will 
probably be tempted by the pacca guarantee offered, The direction which 
the proposed line will take has, after much argument, been at length 
determined on, and the acquisition of land for the purpose will soon com- 
mence. The mahdjans hesitate to buy shares because they are not certain 
of ultimate gain; but Europeans will be sure to buy them and double 
their capital. This is how Europe absorbs all profits. The Railway will 
benefit these parts by the introduction of foreign and British goods, and 
with them of European civilization. We do not know, however, whether 
this line will be superior to the Azimgang one. We hope it will, and that 
passengers will not be made to suffer as they do on the Azimgang line. 
We trust there will be no unnecessary stinting of expenditure in the con- 
struction of the line. If there is to be a native manager, and the expenses of 
management are tobe kept low, we do not know how he will satisfy 
passengers. However, we see that there is to be a Joint-stock Company here. 
We trust that the Mymensingh Railway will be constructed speedily, and 
that it will not have the inconveniences of the third-and fourth-class carriages 


of the astern Bengal Railway. This part of the country will then be on 
the path to improvement and advancement, ae icy 


The Lieutenant-Governor. 
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De Se, ei ee 
18. The Dacca: Prakdsha, in ‘announcing to its readers the rejection 
The British Indian | Association's e,° | . ae j . | h 
emori e ssion to. the British Indian Association to raise the 
the Girl Service. oe age of native rae = 3 Civil — 
asion to remark that India exists. merely for tne. purpose 0 
saiiaine England. The English Members of Council are the 
oracles on the subject of Indian administration, and we only exist by their 
favour. There is a proverb, that the English Government. is a@ very just 
one; and how can we, a dependent people, deny it? If we make any noise, 
the Penal Code is down upon us. It is to be regretted, however, that the 
very nation which prides itself on its liberal principles is ready to break 
| its promises under the influence of self-interest. The “ Circular” of 1878 
announced that thenceforward there should be no distinction made between 
Europeans and natives. This promise exists only on the paper on which the 
' proclamation was written. lee ies 
ee 19. The Samdchéra Chandrikd says, it knew all along that the 
The age for admission to the Civit memorial of the British Indian Association 
Service. to raise the age for admission of natives into 
the Civil Service to 22, would not be successful. We never for a moment 
had a hope that the door for admission of natives, being once closed by 
Lord Salisbury, would be opened again. The present Secretary of State 
has rejected the prayer of the memorial. The English never thought, when 
the age was fixed at 21, that natives would succeed in passing, as indeed 
four or five of them did. A dart pierced Lord Salisbury’s eyes when he saw 
native youths leaving home and family, braving the perils of an ocean 
- voyage, going toa foreign land at great expense, and coming back successful. 
| Though unable to speak out openly, he resolved that natives should not 
enter the Civil Service, and so take away from English honour amongst 
civilized nations. With such intent the age of admission was lowered to 19, 


This, with other conditions as to evidence of age and health, and the fact 


of boys here having to pass their Entrance Examination at 16 and 17, and 
the money that will be needed, present serious obstacles now to a native 
getting into the Civil Service. We wish to know what has come of the 
agitation created by the Indian Association, and of the memorial to Parlia- 
ment to which so many signatures were obtained. It behoves these two 
great Associations in the metropolis to represent the case to Parliament. 
We have no hope from Lord Salisbury. We can only rely for redress 
on Parliament and on our Queen Empress. 
20. The titles and honours, remarks the Sexgbdd Prabhdékara, conferred 
The titles and honours of 1st Janu. by our Viceroy on the lst January 1878 were 
ary 1879. scattered all ‘over the land, descending on 
officials and non-officials, Europeans and natives alike; not so, however, 
with the distinctions conferred on the 1st January 1879. No non-official 
Kuropean or native in Bengal, Bombay or Madras hag been honored this 
time. Benefactors of the country and honorable men of social position 
have been ignored, while undeserving men have obtained distinctions. Men 
who spent their money lavishly in the Bombay and Madras famines have 
been passed over. We will mention a few names of those in Bengal who 
have been overlooked :—The prince of reformers and of vernacular literature, 
the great Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidydsdgdra; the charitable Bdbu 
Kah Krishna Tagore, always to the fore in Bengal charities; the highly 
respected Doctor Saurindramohan Tagore, the. reviver of Hindu music, 


who has already received decorations and honours from many civilized kingdoms - 


Of the globe; Rdjd Kamal Krishna Bahddur, the leader of Hindu society ; 


and Babu Jaykrishna Mukerjt, the zamindér. We trust Lord Lytton 


by the Secretary of State’ of the memorial of 
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January 6th, 1879. 
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will e ly rectify these omissions. If Mr. Allen of the Pioneer can obtain 
ear, soer'th ing 80 long shown hostility to the natives, why m ht not 


really deserving men have received some reward ?. Lord Lytton is a nobleman’ 


and the son of a nobleman; will he not preserve the honor of nobility P 
21. The Sangbdd Pirnachandrodaya, after reciting the purposes for 
us _ which the Famine Commission has been 

_ The Femine Commission. c appointed, asks where the necessity was for 
getting ‘a member from England at so-much expense, when there were many 
able Europeans here, from whom a selection could have been made? -The 
paper also urges that. some fixed rule or law should be laid down to regulate 
exportations. It is suggested that some strict proportion should be observed 
between the exportations of each year and the yield. an ay 
92. The Sahachara begs to apologize for having mistakenly charged 

“he Public Works Department ana Sir Andrew Clarke with doing all his work 
Sir Andrew Clarke. - at Simla (noticed in No. 18 of the Weekly 
Report ending the 30th November 1878.) The fact is, that Sir Andrew 
has managed to travel all over India during his three years’ incumbency, and 
to see everything for himself. The writer, assuming that the prevalence 
of theft in the Public Works Department and the contrivances to conceal 
it, are well known to Sir Andrew, proceeds to furnish him with details which 
that gentleman never could learn without outside assistance. First comes 
the contract system, which must be at once admitted to be a necessity. 
In this department two forms of fraud are practised, one as to rates and 
rices, and the other as to unfinished or bad work. Works are often taken 
enami by officers in the names of their relatives. In such cases no officer 
will be found fool enough to decry his own work. Where there is no bendms 
transaction, bribery prevails. All this may be easily ascertained through the 
police. In large buildings or works of any magnitude, for which there are 
estimates, robbery is not carried on to any very large extent. Materials, 
however, are adulterated, or of an inferior description. To prove this, let 
Sir Andrew examine the bricks of the two new buildings on the eastern 
ortion of the Calcutta Hindu School. A like robbery was brought to 
ight in Allahabad during Lord Mayo’s time. In earth-works the theft is 
to the extent of three-fourths. The contractors merely dig up the ground 
and leave a heap, which the slightest shower of rain at once tests. In > 
pacca works there is theft in both rates and work, the latter being given 
out at. so much per mile. Contractors take care to do such portions well 
as are likely to fall under the eye of the Magistrate; all the rest is plunder. 
Let the Jessore road be examined asa fair specimen. The portion from 
Calcutta to Damdama is right enough; that from Damdama to Baraset 
tolerable or passable; but after that the construction is very indifferent. 
The further one goes into the interior in the mafussal, the easier is it to 
secure the manufacture of bricks. Labour, earth and water are cheap, though 
not so coal. If, however, a contractor complains to the Executive Engineer 
this officer does not heed him, hence roguery goes undiscovered. The manner 
in which estimates are got up should be strictly enquired into by Sir Andrew 
Clarke. The greatest facilities for robbery are in petty repairs. Second, 
there is another form of theft in the Public Works Department, and that is 
the sale by so-called public auction of condemned materials or stores: any 
stranger wishing to purchase is sure to be out-bid. When the auction is 
concluded and the outside public have gone away, the lot for which perhaps 
Rs. 250 had been bid is set down in the account sale sheet as having been 
sold for Rs. 40. This is the store-keeper’s roguery. Perhaps these same 
materials are again used and charged for as new. Why not cut up old 


beams into rafters, door posts, &c. Our Government, however, are nabobs and 


( @ ). 

.ondescend to look into such small matters. In our. apimion waste 
poraberaf 2 ‘controlled unless the officials themselves are honest. ‘The posts 
from Sub-engineers to Sub-overseers should be abolished, and nobody retained 
below the grade of Assistant Engineer. .A friend of ours telated to. us how 
a brother of his, a Sub-overseer in the Irrigation Branch, managed to make 
Rs. 20,000 in the space of four years. We feel constrained to say that 


a fourth of the Assistant and Executive Engineers are rogues. Let police 


iri set on foot and it will be discovered.that an overseer on Re: 70 
| ay eee like a nabob. The public should aid Government in .the 
detection and suppression of fraudulent practices. We would recommend 
that an Inspector-General be appointed in the Public Works Department, with 
| a native assistant, who should travel about and ascertain exact rates and prices. 
| This would be a great improvement on the existing system. : 
93 The Suhachara is constrained to.take the Statesmanto task for 
the tone it has adopted towards Lord Lytton. 
ee We admit that the Statesman protests 
against the 4fghdu war in our interests, and with the policy of eur Viceroy 
| we ourselves have found fault, as well as with the attempt to saddle us 
with the costs of the war. But there is a limit’ which ought not to be 
transgressed. Who will believe the Statesman’s allegation, that Lord 
Lytton has been guilty of foul play in the death of the Mr Akhor, and that 
the political officers offered a reward for his capture? Our. readers are 
| asked to believe that the Government of India and its officials are not 
above murdering a person privately. We are surprised to hear such words 
| uttered by an Englishman, who is so well read in the: history of his own 
country and race. England never had, and never will have, a more implaca- 


ble foe than Napoleon ; but when she was in momentary fear of an invasion | 


by this great man, the British did not hesitate to communicate to him the 
| offer that had been madé to them with a view to his assassination. “Would 
then the highest official in this land, the Viceroy, who represents such a 
nation, dispose of hisenemy by poison? Who dare say or even believe this ? 
| Had matters been reversed, and had the Caébulés instead of fleeing defeated the 
English, and had India been in dread of being annihilated by the Mir Akhor 
even then we are confident—and we say this honestly—that the Government 
of India would not have implicated itself in so foul a crime as secret murder. 
Secondly, the Statesman has also acted unfairly in invading the privacy of the 
Viceroy. He applauded an actress at a theatre and he praised the figure and 
features of a hotel barmaid. Surely these acts ought never to have found 
| their way into public prints. Lord-Lytton is a poet and he is fond of ajoke. 
| What have the public to do with that? . Where is the necessity of dragging 
the private acts of a Governor-General into public view? Shame! shame! 
The Statesman ought to have borne in mind. that Lord Lytton’s wife is with 
him. It behoved this paper to pay some consideration to Lady: Liytton’s 
feelings and not to have published these stories. What fault has poor 
Lady Lytton done that she should be humiliated ? + 
24. The Bardwan sie remarks that its agitation on the subject 

- of license tax assessments has brought. forth 

wat? Tarminic, Magistrate of Bard- fryit, Mr, Larminie, the Bardwdn ag 
: has been personally looking into matters. andhas 
reduced the amount at which seme people in Murddpur and adjacent villages 
Were assessed. He has also altogether exempted five or seven people whose 
| condition of life was such, that we are surprised at their having been assessed 
at all. The assessors must-have been blind at the time. The Collector has 
been able now to see with his own eyes how the system is working, for he 
finds himself compelled to give relief to tax-payers. But if such is the state 
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of affairs under his very nose, what must be the condition of distant and small 

villages, where the people can only shriek without being heard? We trust 
Mr. Larminie will devise some means of relieving these latter. : 

25. The Sangbdd Prabhdkara expresses its satisfaction at the way in 

sii which Mr. Souttar has set about reducing 

cr re the expenditure of the Calcutta Municipality. 

Mr. Hogg sacrificed Jakhe of rupees on the new market, and Mr. Metcalfe 


- wasted more than a Jak on the night-soil affair. The way in which 


Mr. Souttar is working in unison with the Commissioners, will serve to 
ward off the blow threatened by our Lieutenant-Governor. Mr. Souttar has 
earned for himself the blessings of the public and the rate-payers. The 
increase in rates, notwithstanding the reduction by Rs. 1,05,000 of the 
expenses, has been necessitated by the heavy debt of the municipality, and the 
Rs. 4,834,000 of deficiency shown in Mr. Metcalfe’s budget. 


EDUCATION. 


26. The Sanjtvan¢é complains, that although the pay of an Instructor 

in Gymnastics for the Mymensingh English 

eat aetieh oshon gy sete es school has been long sanctioned, and the 

materials for the gymnasium have arrived, the 

teacher himself is not yet forthcoming. It is hoped the head-master will 
exert himself in this matter. 

27. The Hindu Hitatshint regrets that educational officers drawing less 
than Ks. 50 have not been graded under the 
recent scheme. We are surprised at the 
injustice Mr. Croft has done to these poor 
men. Surely they might at least, as in all other Government offices, have 
been allowed increments to their salaries every two years. 


Educational officers with salaries 
under Rs. 60. 


FAMINE. 


28. An anonymous correspondent of the Gramvartd Prakashtkd, 
ane writing without date, says that, notwithstand- 
nies of rice, de. and distressin ing a perceptible fall in the price of food- 
rishnagar. : ° ; 
grains, the people are still suffering from a 
scarcity of food. The Banghotd rice has declined from Rs. 4 to Rs. 8-8 per 
maund; two kinds of Dd/, which were selling at Rs. 5 and Rs 7-8 respec- 
tively, are now to be had at Rs. 2-12 and Rs. 4-4. 
29. An anonymous correspondent, writing to the Hindu Hitaishint 
| from Jadmukt, under date the 28th ultimo; 
: sin Jdmuki. ; : “ae ; 
| depicts the distress prevailing in that place as 
so great that people are committing crime in order to satisfy hunger. Thefts 
especially are on the increase. It is expected that prices will rise still 
higher during the incoming year. The radécrop will be dear. Nothing . 
will alleviate the distress there till exportations are stayed and the cultiva- 
tion of jute is prohibited. | 
380. The Hindu Hitatshinté remarks that if the weekly price currents, 
_ published by the Government and which are 
mee generally regarded as correct, are reliable, 
rice is selling cheaper in the North-West Provinces, which have only irriga- 
tion to depend upon, than in Bengal, the granary of India, which has both 
rivers and rain-fall in its favor. For two years have the same high prices 
ruled here. In the weeks of the month of Agrdhdyana there was a great 
fluctuation in the market rates of rice, and we have at last given up all hopes 
of a permanent decline. In addition to this all food is dear, and judging 


A 


Prospects in Eastern Bengal. 
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nt prospects, we do not su that more than 12 seers of rice will 

Say for the ris Matters are ally ting worse, and we know not 
how the people will manage to exist. We have no hope of better days. — 

81. The Bardwdn Sanjtoant gives ae elayng prices current of cri 

prices i n dis grains in that place; new coarse rice 1s at 

“a eee 17 and 18 sais, old at 15 and 16 seers per 

rupee. The price of rice has not declined even in this month of Paws, 

Instead of any decrease we may expect a rise in the rice rates, judging from 

the large exportations going on. 


Loca. 


39. The Murshidabad Patrikd states that a remarkable theft took 
place at about le.m. of the 25th ultimo 
Daring theft in Khdgrd, Berham- from the shop of a poddar in close proximity 
spate to the Khdgrd police station in Berhampore. 
The thief managed to take away all that the shroff had, amounting to two or 
three hundred rupees, which were locked up in a box, besides gold and 


Bazpwas Sanstvani, 
January 7th, 1879. 


MvuRSHIDABAD 
PaTRIKA, 


December 27th, 1878, 


silver. The police are not to blame, because they cannot be expected to - 


watch the premises of any one person all day long, and that. too ona 
public thoroughfare, where hundreds of people are continually passing to 
and fro. Nor is the thief to be blamed in these days of scarcity, when 
conscience is not allowed to be heard. Blessed be the English administra- 
tion that, notwithstanding the present distress, there has not been any great 
outbreak of theft and dacoity. Buthow much longer are we to endure this 
distress? People are complaining that they cannot get on any longer and 
must die. | net 
33. The Sanjivan¢t laments that Mymensingh is without any proper 
public buildings, and that it cannot even boast 
of a suitable place in which to hold meetings 
on the occasion of any important public event or business). We have an 
association but only in name. We fail to see why its members, some of 
whom are educated and wealthy zamindars, should not take this matter in 
hand. The Achdrya Surjyakanta is a very liberal man, and has received a 
title for his benevolence. By his endeavours a billiard-room has been erected 
for the Séhibs. Might he not have done something for his own countrymen P 
Is the Mymensingh association awake or asleep ? 
34. The Gramvdria Prakashiké announces with much anxiety, that 
ee ee | there are not more than five or six cubits of 
. water at the mouth of the Gaurz stream, so 
that the stream is no longer navigable by laden boats. This stream may 
be called the mother and sustainer of Central Bengal. Government is 
entreated to give immediate attention to this matter. - 
30. The Dacca Freniee, conapning she the ay in the town of 
ee acca are left unwatered, to the great incon- 
rainy seme? Municipality and the venience of the residents, The rule is that 
: the roads should not be watered in the rainy 
season. It would seem that the Dacca Municipality regard December and 
January as falling within the rainy season. ee 
06. An anonymous correspondent, writing without date from Wabdb- 
The District Superintendent of 92%, etllah Rangpur, to the Bhdérat Mihir, 
alice and the Deputy Magistrate of says, that there are several complaints against 
— a certain head constable of Police here. The 


The backward state of Mymensingh. 


District Superintendent is altogether under this man’s influence. A Deputy 


Magistrate of zéllah Kangpur recently advertized for candidates for a clerk- 
ship in his office. The applicants were required to know English tolerably, 
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and were to be able to furnish certificates of qualification. We regret to 
hear that a person of the Deputy Magistrate’s own, who knows nothing of 
_ English, has since been appointed. 2 

ouneMm, $7, The Mdnikganj correspondent of the Bhdrat Mshir, writing with- 
en out date, praises Babu Brajendra Kumdr Bai 
for selling rice cheap to those who are badly off, 
and giving it gratis to such as are unable to pay. Two ducozties have 
lately taken place here, owing no doubt to the scarcity of food. The priceg of 
paddy and rice have fallen somewhat; the poor, however, have not been 
relieved thereby. Fever is prevailing in some of the villages. 


\_/BmastMmn. . 88, The Kishorganj correspondent of this paper protests against the 
| : removal of the criminal courts of that place 
to Hoseinpur. Kishorganj is in every res- 
pect superior to Hoseinpur ; ever since it became a sub-division it has been 
increasing in prosperity. The number of suits in Kishorganj is twenty-five 
times greater than in Hoseinpur. The inhabitants of Hosetnpur have 
solicited the transfer on the ground of the Brahmaputra flowing by it. 
This is no valid reason, because there are times when this stream shifts also 
to rong? 0 We believe the stir has been made in the interests of some 
of the Vakils, who wish to have courts in both places. We ask the 
Government to have a regular inspection made of both places before 
deciding whether any change should be made or not, and in what direction. 


Accounts from Méanikganj. 


A protest from Kishorganj. 


Som Paaxasm, 39. The Birbhum correspondent of the Som Prakdsha says, that fever 
Senay Oh, 2. _.. is raging in the villages of that district, and 
pAccounts from the Birbhum district. there ig scarcely a house in which some one is 


not ill with it. Editors are in the habit of 
calling attention to the blessings which the land enjoys, but no one takes 
the trouble to enquire why this hitherto prosperous district of Bérbhum should 
be decaying. ‘The grain is ripe now for the sickle, but it is perishing in 
the fields, because the reapers are struck down by disease; extra laborers 
cannot be had even at the rate of four annas, and meals provided. Let the 
papers call attention to the state of affairs. The Judge of Birbhum is 
coming to inspect the Munsiz’s Court at Bolepore for two or three hours 
What good will such a visit once in a year do? Husked rice is at 15 seers to 
the rupee, and the poor are—suffering much in consequence. We do not 
know what is in store for us with the rice market so tight. 


SAHACHARA, 40. The Sahachare writes to know why the Suburban Municipality 


January 6th, 1879. : 
The Suburban Municipality. taxes sweetmeat sellers, wood-dealers, and 


native grocers on account of rubbish which 
the No. 2 Ward Committee say is not thrown out by these people. We beg 


that the Lieutenant-Governor will call for particulars. There was no such 
mismanagement during the time of Mr. Pe oo 

SAmACMABL. 41, The KAhduakul correspondent of the Sahachara takes the Deputy 
Magistrate of Maheshrekhé to task for with- 

holding the pay of the Tax Darogd until the 
taxes for the three quarters had been collected. 
The fault lies with the Deputy Magistrate who had not a sufficient supply 
of stamped or written receipts to make over to the darogd. The darogd is 
a good officer and much liked by the people. We have never known such 
oppressive conduct as thatof Babu Térint Prasdd Rdya. ‘The removal of the 
civil and criminal business of Khdudkul to the Jahandbdd sub-division will 
be helpful to suitors, this arrangement being more convenient than that of 


having separate jurisdictions and having also in the rains to wade to Amtah 
and Maheshrekhd. 


The Deputy Magistrate of Mahesh- 
rekhd. 
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9 dé correspondent (andnymous) of this paper comp 
erties ite that oon ~ municipality es wart to get 
Conguaete Same See people per 0 committing Page a 
ic, they ought to have proper urinals and privies to which peopie 
ae Ay 4 The roads here are in a very bad state for want of repairs. Of 
the 3,000 deaths that — in 1878, 600 took place in December ; fever 
omewhat decreased. ee : 
_ “43. An anonymous correspondent of this paper, writing from Ichhdpur, 
me : Rantganj, denounces the obnoxious practice 
ny ali af Hénigen}. the common amongst the residents of that chauke 
é of sending anonymous letters. An anony- 
mous letter was recently sent to the Judge of Bardwan against Rddhdkrishna 
Dev, the permanent Munsif of Rantganj. We can testify to this man’s 
excellent decisions. It has surprised everyone to hear of this anonymous 
petition against him. Our upright Judge, we are sure, will not believe the 
lying statements of the letter. - : : 

44. The Bardwan Sanjtvant complains that Pydrichand Mitra’s lane, 
in the mahallé of Pratdppur, which was begun 
in 1872, has not been completed yet. The 

earth-work of the road alone has been finished: this is of no use for 
want of a bridge, which we trust will be at once taken in hand. The 
police arrangements for the disposal of the corpses of the poor who have 
no relations is utterly bad. Respectable families, near whose dwelling a 
corpse chances to be lying, are sometimes brought into trouble. 


The Bardwdn Municipality. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


45. A correspondent, Chandtkishore Kushari, writing from Beauleah 
Tho effect of education among native 0 the Hindu Ranjukd, says that education has 
officials. done no good to natives; their thoughts are 
absorbed in money-making; they have no regard for the welfare of their 
children or their country. ‘The despotism of European judges and officials 
can be borne, for they are our rulers and are like demigods; not so, 
however, the arbitrary conduct of native officers and judicial functionaries of 
the conquered race. Mr. Louis Jackson, of the High Court, once took a 
_respectable native to task for saluting him by taking off his pagri, and the 
delinquent got off on explaining that he thought it was the accepted custom 
amongst Europeans. Mr. Mangles, when Commissioner, was offended because 
amankepta long beard, and became appeased only when the offender ex- 
plained that he had allowed it to grow as a preventive of some disorder. A 
Munsif Babu in these parts has been aping the arbitrary ways of Sdhibs and 
ruining petitioners by his despotic acts: We regret to have to allude to 
this, because a judge should be impartial. 
46. The Grdmvdrté Prakdshikd, seeing that no notice has been 
The tenants of Birahampur Per. taken by the zamindars of Birdhampur 
gumah and the Zamindari officials.  gmergunnah of the oppression practised on their 
tenants, publishes ¢ eatenso, as it threatened to do, the letter of one 
Nilambara Pdl of Sherkdndi. The writer complains of the ill-treatment 
and abuse suffered at the hands of one Sitdndth Bishwds, an employé of 
the zaminddr at Sherkéndi. This official was only prevented from having 
recourse to blows by the timely arrival of several shop-keepers. The offence 
complained of was the inability of the tenant, a sweetmeat seller, to supply 
certain sweetmeats. Later in the night a Jaftid? came to arrest the com- 
plainant at the request of one Ldlchdnd Nandi. The complainant was 


eventually released on his giving this Lé/chdnd a seer of sweetmeats. The 
letter is dated the lat J anuary 1879. : 
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47. The Hindu mag  ~ mm the sang ey @. race are. aay 
ca a a for their charity, but that the present civiliza- 
—. ssahd noapic iat tion has us te more cunning. They now 
seek honors and titles, or notice in the Government Gazette, in return for 
their charities; they are heedless of. the counsel, thatthe leff hand should 
not know what the right hand does. They will excavate tanks and entertain 
Sdhibs to obtain praise and renown, but they will not feed the poor in 
times of distress like the present. Weare glad, however, to bring to: notice 
the case of Bdbu Réjendranmdrdyan Ra Chaudhri who is giving his alms 
in secret, and feeding the poor. 
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